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Vou. VIII. Sarurpay, Apri 20, 1822. No. XXIII. 
PMiscellany. 
THOUGHTS 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR THE GENERAL OUT- 
POURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.* 


Ir has been observed of the works of man, that they are complex in 
their construction, and trivial in their effects. A machine of a thousand 
wheels is employed to produce a silken thread. (Cn the contrary, the 
works of God are remarkable for their simplicity ; the greatest effects 
proceeding from the most simple means. Thus, at the creation “ God 
said, Let there be light, and there was light.” By a single word the re- 
gions of boundless space were gloriously illuminated. So in the doc- 
trines of his religion. This is the answer given to all who seek sal- 
vation: * Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
ae xvi. $1.) The simple act of true faith receives Christ Jesus, 
John, i. 12.) gives peace with God through Christ our Lord, (Ro- 
mans, v. 1.) purifies the heart, (Acts, xv. 9.) works by love, (Gal. v. 
6.) and overcomes the world. (1 Epist. John, vy. 4.) Again, in His 
divine ordinances, by the simple elements of bread and wine, the death 
of Christ is commemorated, a public profession of faith in His name is 
made, believers receive the seal of the new covenant, and a visible com- 
munion and fellowship is preserved amongst His disciples. 

An attention to this part of the divine economy, united with a diligent 
study of the Sacred Scriptures, gives a hope of obtaining a very im- 
portant blessing by a very simple process. There are few who rightly 
contemplate the misery of man and the exceeding riches of the grace of 
God, who are not often inquiring, What can be done to overcome the 
evil, and to extend the good ; to destroy the works of darkness, and to en- 


* Thoughts on the importance of Special Prayer for the general outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. By the Rev. James H. Stewart, M. A. Minister of the Percy 
Chapel, and Chaplain to the most noble the Marquis of Bute and the Earl of 
Breadalbane. 

‘“* And whiles I was speaking and praying and confessing my sin, and the sin of 
my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the 
holy mountain of my God; yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel 
cae bes caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening obla- 
tion ; and he informed me, and talked with me and said, . . . At the beginning of 
thy supplication the commandment came forth, and I am come to show thee.” — 
Dante, ix. 20. London, 1822. 
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large and establish the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ ? This is the 
simple but sufficient answer to this question : 


LET ALL sINCERE CHRISTIANS UNITE IN EARNEST PRAYER FOR THE 
GENERAL OUTPOURING oF THE Hoxy Spirit. 


This will be the most likely mode to bring down an extensive blessing 
on mankind. ; 

By the ovrrourine of the Holy Spirit is meant, according to the fre- 
quent use of the term in the sacred volume, the gift of a large measure 
of His divine influences. As water, when poured out, flows plentifully ; 
so, when God pours out His Spirit, the water of life, grace comes in 
great abundance. In the first ages of the Church there were various 
extraordinary powers conferred upon the Apostles by the Hely Ghost; 
such as the gifts of tongues and the working of miracles. But this is 
not meant ; still less is any thing intended of a visionary or enthusiastic 
nature. The divine influence desired is the regenerating, renewing, 
illuminating, strengthening, comforting, and sanctifying grace of the Holy 
Spirit, promised in the Scriptures; a large measure of the same grace 
which is now bestowed in some degree upon every child of God; such 
a measure as will accord with the promise, “ that he that ts feeble 
among them at that day shall be as David ; and the house of David shall 
be as God, as the angel of the Lord before them.” (Zech. xii. 8.) 

This grace is also expected in the appointed ordinances, and especi- 
ally in the diligent use of the word of God; this being the great instru- 
ment by which the Holy Spirit acts; the word of God being emphati- 
cally, “the sword of the Spirit.” 5 ary vi. 17.) 

By a GENERAL outpouring of the Holy Spirit, is intended a grant as 
wide im extent as it is abundant in measure ; @ grant which may include 
all bishops, pastors, ministers and teachers at home ; all missionaries 
and Christian instructers abroad: a grant which may enliven, purify, 
and establish those Christian churches whose foundations are already 
laid; and plant, enlarge, and extend others not yet begun: @ grant 
which may increase the zeal, and love, and holiness of all true Christians, 
and give spiritual life and light to sinners now dead im trespasses and sins : 
a grant which may bring the divine blessing upon the labours of the 
Christian press throughout the world ; and give wisdom, simplicity, and 
success to every religious and benevolent institution: a grant which 
may comprehend both the Jew and the Gentile; or, to sum up all in 
one sentence, such a grant of the divine influences of the Holy Spirit, 
* as “shall fill the earth with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
even as the waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah, xi. 9.) 

By unitine all sincere Christians in prayer for this blessing, no union 
is intended which may interfere with the rules or discipline of any par- 
ticular church or religious society; neither is any union meant which 
may produce noise or externa! show. It is intended that each Christian 
should associate in prayer with those of his own immediate communion, 
or with those with whom he has before held religious exercises, whilst 
he unites in heart with all who are seeking the same object. 

Some persons have thought that it might be useful if some particular sea- 
son were appropriated for each Christian ina more special manner to en- 
treat this blessing in his secret retirement ; and for heads of families to 
remember the subject in their family prayers. With this view, the Sab- 
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bath morning has been proposed for secret prayer, atid Monday evening 

for the family. Upon more mature deliberation, hewever, it is consider- 

ed more advantageous not to confine the subject tte closely by particu- 

lar days or times. It will, indeed, be encowp&gifigto reflect, that many, 

many Christians, are especially seeking the"f€péwed outpouring of the 

divine influence on that very day in whiehth® Holy Spirit first bore tes- 

timony to the resurrection of our blessed'“Lerd. «It will be pleasing to 

consider, that in every climate. the-dawn of the Sabbath is met by the 

early prayers of Christians for this ebject. And therefore, where the 

morning of the “ Lord’s day” is ndt iriconvenient, someportion of time 

before public worship may be very suitably set apart for this purpose. 
Still the point is, to have this subject woven into the hearts of sincere 
Christians, that in private prayer, family prayer, in all social meetings 
where prayer is usually made; such as private meetings for Christian 
communion, committee meetings of societies for religious objects, meet- 
ings of ministers, and missionary associations ; the general effusion of 
the Holy Spirit should be particularly borne in mind. Indeed, it is desi- 
rable that the Church of Christ may, in these latter days, with increasing 
fervency and with the humblest prostration, take the posture of a lowly 
suppliant at the throne of grace; that all sincere Christians, in depen- 
dence on divine aid, should determine to unite, as with one soul, in one 
great and persevering effort of humble, earnest, constant prayer, for this 
unspeakable blessing. 

Such an union would be one of the best signs of the times, one of the 
most favourable symptoms that the tyranny of Satan was drawing sear 
to its close, and that the Lord was about to bless the earth. 

Impressed with the benefits that may arise from such an union, many 
ministers and other Christians have commenced their individual efforts to 
promote it. And it is pleasing to know that these efforts have, by the 
divine blessing, already met with considerable encouragement. 

Such an union appears so consonant to every Christian principle, so 
connected with the Prayer we daily offer, “ Thy kingdom come ;” and 
so impressed upon us by the last intercessory petition of our blessed 
Lord, “ that all who believe in Him may BE onz,” that it is hoped little 
need be said to ensure the co-operation of Christians of every denomi- 
nation. 

As it may, however, be instrumental to this great work to mention a 
few of the reasons which make such an union for prayer particularly de- 
sirable, the following considerations are offered. May the Lord grant 
them his effectual blessing ! 

I. First, then, consider the many reasons there are for Christians to 
unite in earnest prayer, FROM THE VERY REMARKABLE TIMES IN WHICH 
WE LIVE. 

1. The present times are indeed eventful times. For five-and-twen- 
ty years civilized Europe was the seat of 4 most destructive war, origi- 
nating in principles as hostile to the revealed will of God, as inimical to 
the best interests of man. In this war, with the exception of our own 
highly-favoured country, there was scarcely a single state whose capital 
was not entered by a foreign enemy.—“ The powers of the earth have 
indeed been shaken.” 

It might have been supposed that a peaceful calm would have follow- 
ed this tremendous storm. But still “ men’s hearts are failing them for 
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fear, and for looking after those things which are coming upon the earth.” 
Almost every month brings to light some great and unexpected event. 

Without enlarging upon this disturbed state of the world; this extra- 
ordinary disquietude which now prevails—surely it is a cause for Chris- 
tians to unite in earnest prayer to invite the aid of that Sovereign Ruler 
of the universe, who alone can still the unruly affections of sinful men. 

2. Another reason drawn from the present times is, the practical proof 
they afford of the inadequacy of human means, however excellent, to 
effect any extensive melioration in the state of man. 

_In these days various new societies have been formed, and elder so- 
cieties have been revived, for enlarging and establishing the kingdom of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Probably, in no age of the world have so many 
benevolent attempts been made. Each denomination *of Christians has 
been actively at work for moral and religious purposes. But what has 
been the effect produced by these societies? Here let it not fof a mo- 
ment be supposed that their exertions are in the least undervalued; or 
that it is not our duty and our wisdom to exert ourselves to the utmost 
of our power. God himself has directed the use of means: our 
duty is obedience to His commands. This is that which He regards, 
not the success which attends our efforts. The surprise is not, that these 
societies have efiected so little, but that they have performed so much. 
The number of children they have educated ; of religious books they 
have distributed ; of Bibles they have circulated; of translations of the 
Scriptures they have made; of missionaries they have sent forth; of 
souls they have been instrumental in converting, are causes of constant 
praise and thankfulness to God. They are powerful motives for these 
societies to go forward in their important objects. They have saved 
some, and it is hoped they will yet save many, many more. 

If all the good men, who have been engaged in these excellent institu- 
tions, had been employed to penetrate into the very centre of the Alps, 
it would not have been marvellous if, as yet, only some little impression 
had been made upon the surface. But these societies have had to force 
their way through much harder materials than solid rocks. They have 
had to penetrate into the mass of human corruption; to bring their mo- 
ral engines to work upon all the pride, and prejudice, and sensuality 
of a fallen race; to contend with minds shut up in ignorance and super- 
stition, and with hearts “ deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked.” We cannot then be surprised, if, whilst their success has sur- 
passed the most sanguine expectations of many, they have not accom- 
plished the object they themselves desire. When, therefore, it is asked 
what they have performed ; the answer is only given to show the inade- 
quacy of means, even of a divine appointment, without a peculiar di- 
vine agency accompanying these means. For how strikingly do they 
demonstrate this inadequacy! It is a melancholy fact, that amidst the 
active operatious of all our moral and religious societies, assisted, or ra- 
ther preceded, as they are, by the efforts of a stated ministry, and by the 
weekly services of public worship, the Sabbath-day is openly violated. 
Above fifty thousand Sunday journals are circulated ; in many parts of 
the metropolis, shops are publicly opened; and no minister can walk 
but a short distance, to perform his sacred duties, without being shocked 
at the public profanation of the Lord’s day. _ It is equally true, that our 
prisons were never so full of culprits; and that infidel publications, ad- 











Thoughts on the Importance of Special Prayer. 707 


dressed to the lower orders, were never so numerous. This is in our 
own country ; but if persons travel on the continent, what do they see? 
There is indeed a respect for the Scriptures in some places; but for the 
most part, awful appearances of superstition, or of Deism, are visible. 
And, if they pass into Heathen countries, they discover, that all that hu- 
‘man effort has performed has been to raise some small scattered 
churches. Whilst missionaries have been instruments of converting in- 
dividuals, error has been destroying thousands: indeed, if the largest es- 
timate of success in Heathen countries, for the last twenty years, should 
be taken, it may be said, that, for every thousand souls truly convert- 
ed to Christ, there is reason to fear that at least a million have died in 
an unconverted state! What lesson does this inadequacy of human 
efforts afford? Is it not a proof of the absolute need of Divine as- 
sistance? Assuredly it is a still louder call to the Church of Christ to 
unite in fervent prayer, that the Lord would effectually biess the exertious 
of his people ; that he would pour out of His. Spirit in a much more 
abundant measure. 

3. This argument is strengthened by another reason, drawn from the 
present times. In this day we have obtained a much more accurate 
knowledge of the misery of man in a state of sin. For what have the 
late troubles in Europe taught us ? is it not the practical effects of infide- 
lity ? that it carries in its train rapine, and slaughter, and murder, and sui- 
cide : that wherever its votaries come, “ the land may be as the garden of 
Eden before them, but behind them is a desolate wilderness :” that, “ de- 
struction and misery are in their ways, and that the way of peace they 
know not.” And what have we learned from those who have visited 
the Heathen; have they not brought to light the dark deeds of Pagan- 
ism. We have been told of the slaughter of thousands of infant children ; 
of the annual immolation of many widows on the funeral piles of their de- 
ceased husbands. The cries of those who are superstitiously drowning 
in the rivers, or who are trampled upon at the temple of Juggernaut, 
reach our ears. We cannot now plead ignorance of the effects of infide- 
lity; or of the misery of the Heathen; or of our obligations to attempt 
the conversion of the Jews. Facts have been brought plainly before us, 
and call upon the Church of Christ to unite in one great effort to stop 
the misery of man, by, their earnest supplication to Almighty God to 
exert His divine power ingheir behalf. 


4. The supineness also of many professing Christians, in the pre- . 


sent day, affords another reason for extraordinary prayer. It is well 
known, that one of the prevailing sins of the world, at this time, is love 
of ease; and is there not a danger of this sin stealing upon the Church 
of Christ ? Where is now that self-denial, that watchfulness against sin, 
that spirituality of mind, that devotedness to the Saviour, that fervent 
love to the brethren, that jealous honour for the glory of God, which 
have been heretofore the ornaments of the Christian Church? Where 
is now that “ work of faith, that patience of hope, that labour of love,’ 
for which the Apostle so highly praises the Church at Thessalonica ? 
Blessed be God, we have bright examples of Christian piety; “ of 
men who have hazarded their lives for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
But in the midst of these bright examples, may it not be said, “ Be- 
cause iniquity abounds, the love of many waxes cold?” May it not be 
feared, if the Lord does not revive his Church by the powerful influ- 
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ences of his Spirit, he may purge her dross by the fire of tribulation? 
Certainly it is our wisdom to avert the judgments of God by supplica- 
ting the riches of His grace. 

** Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts; cause thy face to shine, and 
we shall be saved.” (Psalm Ixxx. 19.) “ O Lord, revive thy work in 
the midst of the years; in the midst of the years make known; in 
wrath remember mercy.”? (Hab. iii. 2.) 

5. Connected with this argument from the supineness of many pro- 
fessing Christians, we may place the reasons we have in the present day 
to apprehend greater efforts of our spiritual enemy to obstruct the 
spread of truth. ‘The influence of Satan, as it is spiritual, is more dif- 
ficult to trace, and therefore is not in general so much regarded. But 
when the Scriptures are studied with simplicity, it is seen that this enemy 
has constantly been the great opposer of the kingdom of Christ. 
Throughout the writings of the Apostles we observe reference made to 
the obstacles his power. and subtlety have raised. The first instance of 
dissimulation in the Christian church is traced to his suggestions : “ Ana- 
nias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost ?” (Acts, 
v. 3.) St. Paul declares, that once and again he would have visited the 
church at Thessalonica, “ but Satan hindered us.” (1 Thes. ii. 18.) The 
Apostle was so apprehensive of his unwearied efforts to destroy the 
churches which were planted, that he mentions in the same Epistle, that he 
could not forbear sending to them, “ lest by some means the tempter have 
tempted you, and our labour be in vain.” (1 Thes. iii. 5.) In his Epis- 
tle to the Ephesians also he plainly states, “‘ we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” (Eph. vi. 12.) These declarations clearly show that the fol- 
lowers of Christ have always had to engage with spiritual enemies. But 
in the present day we have reason to expect that Satan, if unrestrained, 
will be peculiarly active. When Christian ministers were only seeking 
to convert sinners in their own immediate spheres, and to edify their re- 
spective flocks, the influence of the prince of darkness was not in so much 
danger, and therefore the ordinary exertion of spiritual opposition was 
all that might be expected. But now that societies are acting upon a 
great scale; now that their object is to instruct the whole rising genera- 
tion, to spread the word of God in every language, to send the Gospel 
to the furthest parts of the earth, to bring in the scattered tribes of Ju- 
dah, that “ All Israel may be saved ;” the prince of this world sees his 
kingdom attacked in every part, and consequently his efforts to keep his 
usurped authority must be peculiarly vigorous. We may well believe 
that the rulers in dark places will now exert their utmost force. ‘ Wo 
to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea,” it is said, “ for the devil is 
come down unto you having great wrath, because, he knoweth that his 
time is but short.” (Rev. xii. 12.) It is remarkable, also, that in the 
latter days, a peculiar degree of Satanic delusion is foretold. Thus, af- 
ter speaking of the working of the mystery of iniquity at that time, and 
of its more open revelation afterwards, St. Paul adds, “ whom the Lord 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming, even him, whose coming 
is after the working of Satan, with all power and signs, and lying won- 
ders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness ;” as if, at the very 
time of our Lord’s coming, Satan would be employing “all deceivable- 
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ness of unrighteousness.” (2 Thess. ii. 8.) Soin the Apocalypse it is 
written, “ I saw three unclean spirits—they are the spirits of devils 
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth, and of the 
whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Al- 
mighty.” (Rev. xvi- 13, 14.) 

In the present day, therefore, we have to apprehend extraordi- 
nary exertions, both of the malice and of the subtlety of Satan; 
and we have the more td apprehend on this account from his well-known 
power of perverting good to evil. We find him tempting our Lord from 
the Word of God; turning even the sword of the Spirit into a weapon 
against our Saviour. And there is no external thing, however excellent 
in its nature, but he can abuse in the same way. How great a blessing 
was the discovery of the art of printing! the volume of inspiration be- 
came immediately within the reach of millions ! and yet this beneficial 
discovery has been perverted by the suggestions of the enemy to the es- 
tablishing an infidel and licentious press. How great are the advan- 
tages of education! thousands under God owe their everlasting happi- 
ness to their having been taught to read; and yet how easily does the 
enemy mar this advantage, turning it to his own purposes! It would be 
in vain that infidel tracts were written, unless the people were first in- 
structed in this common art of reading. What a privilege again in reli- 
gious toleration! but Satan wrests the privilege to the more easy admis- 
sion of false teachers. Sothat the very improvements of the age afford 
greater facilities to the prince of darkness to carry on his destructive 
warfare. Unless restrained, he will turn our very blessings into curses, 
and make the very means which are using to overturn his kingdom; the 
engines by which he will more firmly establish his authority. Surely 
this forms a very powerful reason for earnest prayer for divine aid. Let, 
then, his expected attacks lead the church of Christ more fervently to 
pray, that “ when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of 
the Lord may lift up a standard against him !” 

6. The necessity for this earnestness in prayer, from circumstances 
connected with the present day, is still further enforced by the uni- 
form judgment of those who are actively engaged in the conversion of 
the Heathen. 

It is a remarkable fact, that the Missionaries who have lately return- 
ed from different parts of the Heathen world, and belonging to different 
churches, some to the Church of England, some to other communions, 
all agree in this, that no success, upon any extensive scale, can be ex- 
pected without a peculiar outpouring of the Holy Spirit. One of them 
expresses himself in this strong language: “‘ Excuse me, Sir, if I con- 
fess that I feel the weight of this ane almost to despondency. In vain 
Britain expends.(to use a military phrase) her best blood and treasure in 
attempts to convert the Heathen, if the throne of grace and the source 
of success continue to be neglected.” 

This is not the sentiment of one, it is the deliberate judgment of all : 
a judgment the more to be depended upon, as given by those who are 
eye-witnesses to the state of the Heathen, and who have used, and who 
are still ready to use, their utmost exertions to spread the kingdom of 
our blessed Saviour. 

Consider, then, these various arguments, drawn from existing cit- 
cumstances. From the eventful times in which we live, from the proofs 
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we have of the inefficacy of human efforts, from our present accurate 
knowledge of the misery of sin, from the supineness of many profess- 
ing Christians, from the reasons we have to apprehend a greater degree 
of spiritual opposition, and from the united testimony of missionaries as 
to the absolute need of an outpouring of the Holy Spirit—connect these 
arguments together, and surely we shall say they form a very powerful 
reason for Christians uniting in earnest prayer. 
(To be concluded.) 


For the Christian Herald. 
THE PRESS. 


How shall I speak thee, or thy power address, 
Thou God of our idolatary, the press ! 

By thee, religion, liberty, and laws, 

Exert their influence and advance their cause : 

By thee, worse plagues than Pharaoh’s land befell. 
Diffused, make earth the vestibule of hell: 

Thou fountain, at which drink, the good, the wise, 
Thou ever bubbling spring of endless lies ; 

Like Eden’s dread probationary tree, 

Knowledge of good and evil is of thee—Cowrrr. 


‘Tue human mind is not large enough to take ina full conception of 
the importance of the art of printing. When we think of the solitary 
writer, shut up in his closet, feeble, borne down with poverty, obscure, 
deriving no influence from fortune or fame, we cannot imagine how such 
a man, in such a condition, could become one of the mighty ones, in the 
warfare against the kingdom of darkness. An instrument, apparently 
so worthless, would seem to deserve no room in the armoury of religion 
and truth. Yet who can tell what such a man can accomplish by the 
aid of printing. Although too feeble to move over the door of his closet, 
his mind goes forth and addresses countless thousands: copies of his 
writings, multiplied with an ease and quickness not known in any other 
department of art, are almost literally borne on the wings of the wind to 
distant nations, and there produce effects, probably, greater than ; if 
they were dwellers within the sound of his voice. His reasonings, his 
appeals to the conscience, the imagination and the heart, which if seen 
to come directly from a man thus naked of all those qualities and cir- 
cumstances which commonly attract the attention and compel the respect 
of men, would probably have been treated with little respect, if not 
openly scorned—embodied by printing, enforce attention from their in- 
trinsic truth. Nay, more: The writings of this feeble, obscure man, con- 
tinue, long after his body is wasted in the tomb, to instruct, to accuse, 
to warn increased and increasing numbers to remote ages with living 
force andenergy. Besides, by means of the press, the same thoughts 
and feelings are at almost the same instant conveyed to every one with- 
in the wide reach of its operation ; and the hearts of a whole community, 
influenced by powerful sympathy, and becoming themselves warmed by 
what they see others feel, take fire together, like the grains of gunpow- 
der, and produce effects the most irresistible and overpowering. 

Such has the influence of the press sometimes been. 
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But the power of the press is not less, when we consider the extent of 
the injury it is the means of accomplishing; for it is the most extensive 
in its sphere of operation, the most subtle in its mode, the most per- 
vading, the most durable of any means for effecting the works of dark- 
ness. ‘To what region of the civilized world have not the works of the 
English and French infidels, and the elegant and licentious works of 
other men of perverted genius, been carried? Although the authors when 
living had their power of direct mischief circumscribed by the then well 
known vileness of their characters and lives, yet their works continue 
distinct when the memory of their vices is faded, and they still accom- 
plish their original pollution: how certain the injury they produce on 
the mind and on the heart, and yet how unseen until made manifest 
in its destruction : how impossible too, to prevent the access of these in- 
sidious foes! How many hearts, in lands the most remote, are now 
beating with anxiety or writhing in anguish at the apprehended or actu- 
al effects of such works on the minds of children, brothers, sisters, 
friends? It is by the press that the Prince of Darkness makes his near- 
est approximation to omnipotence and omnipresence. 

Such being the influence of the press, how vast is its importance ! 

We cannot contemplate its mighty powers and their liability to per- 
version, without an awe wkich almost no other instrument, set in motion 
by man, is able to excite. How much more powerful is it than the ar- 
mies of an empire! How much more destructive can it become than 
war! how much more productive of blessings than plenty—in its silent 
but all-pervading effects. When we contemplate it in itself, our minds 
are elevated with dread and amazement: when we view it in its relation 
to ourselves, we can hardly quiet the anxiety it awakens. 

As the press thus extensively, minutely, and permanently affects the 
welfare of man, it is a matter of absolutely the highest moment that its 
services should be secured on the side of truth and religion; that it 
should meet men at every turn, and correctly instruct their minds, and 
warn, counsel, and influence their hearts to truth, and to a regard for 
things eternal in preference to things temporal. And yet, (miserable 
and sinful human nature !) how ambiguous have been its efforts for these 
purposes, and how seldom has it done its duty. False views of religion, 
base principles, licentious thoughts, and error and vice in every form, 
have to a very great degree characterized all those productions of the 
press which have been framed with a view to general perusal ; and even 
the better parts of literature, not decidedly religious, have spoken of the 
great things of another life in the most sparing manner and with a cold 
and heartless approval, which shows more respect fer such considerations 
than fondness to encourage them. At the same time, the daily press, mi- 
nistering to the desires of the community, and not seeking to elevate 
them to the high motives and objects of the Gospel, has teemed with 
personal and political quarrels, with controversies which serve chiefly 
to inflame the angry passions of men, and with information seldom to be 
wholly depended upon, and too often, when true, of little moment. 
While, on the other hand, religious men have to a very lamentable extent 
withdrawn from the popular press: sometimes perhaps for fear of conta- 
mination by it, although their duty demanded their personal presence 
and efforts to stay the plague ; but more often, itis to be apprehended, 


from an unworthy sloth. In consequence of this conduct, and of the ef- 
Von. VIII. 90 











La cage en 





712 The’ Press. 


forts of religious men taking to a very considerable extent, the character 
of professed treatises, the fields of literature have been lefito the tillage 
of those whose aim was to raise other fruits than those of righteousness : 
and those few efforts which have been made of a popular kind, have been 
to too great an extent destitute of that merit, as literary and popular 
productions, which would ensure a general perusal. And among us in 
this very country, in this very city, as well as elsewhere, not ouly are 
the daily and periodical publications, which to speak in the softest terms, 
are of a negative character as to any religious effect, far more numerous 
than others ; but must we not say, that those which are of a positively 
useful and valuable character, and of a decidedly religious tendency, are 
to an unfortunate degree spiritless, filled too much with matter borrow- 
ed from other times, places,and people, and therefore less adapted to our 
peculiar local wants and necessities, less attractive and less useful, than 
they might be rendered. 

Ought this to continue to be so, is a question which every man of a 
mind improved above the merest ordinary education ought seriously to 
ask himself. Shall the press, this mighty engine of good or ill, be thus 
left to worldly hands? The great means by which the evil is to be re- 
medied is for every manto take hold of the work himself, and contribute 
something for the reading public. How many are there for instance 
in this city, whose efforts would, if earnestly made, soon go far towards 
turning to usefulness the productions of the press, now of so questiona- 
ble a character: How many are there, who by communicating their ob- 
servations and reflections would greatly interest and profit their fellow 
men. Our merchants, many of them well educated men—how various 
the characters with whom they deal, how numerous the fluctuations of 
property which they witness, how agreeable and instructing, how profit- 
able might they make their communications, were they to keep an eye 
upon the field before them, with a view to profit their fellow citizens by 
communications to the press. The politician, how important a field of 
religious observations is open to him; he sees the grander operations of 
God’s providence in the earth, operating on men in their capacity as 
communities, by great events, by important laws, and civil institutions, 
bearing perhaps more than the events and circumstances which affect in- 
dividuals, the palpable impress of the Almighty arm. The physician 
—how many useful lessons could he read !—how many beds of pain, of 
anguish, of resignation, of triumph, lie before him, from which he may 
gather wisdom, and draw a fund of interest and instruction, that would 
accomplish great purposes. ‘The lawyer, whose daily practice brings 
him to a contemplation of the human character in all its varied hues, and 
under circumstances, and with means of observation, which enables him to 
see all its hidden faults, passions and peculiar weaknesses, as well as its 
few better traits and nobler feelings, at the periods too of the greatest 
changes of fortune, and equally in scenes of high exultation and of deep 
distress—how important would be the services he could render; and 
above all, the minister of the Gospel, fitted expressly for communicating 
instruction, whose business it is to devise profitable meditations and teach 
the great truths of the Gospel in a popular manoer, whose daily walk 
brings to his view the operations of the heart in circumstances the most 
instructive, and in the pursuit of objects the most important—how full of 
instruction should be his communications for the press, how ‘Tequent, 
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how striking !—All these, too, it may be noticed, are men of education, 
who by a steady effort might not only do much, but make that of the 
most attractive kind from its literary as well as other merit: men whose 
knowledge is seldom, we might say never, c6nfined to the mere walks 
of their professional pursuits. 

And yet with all these means, and many more which we have not 
mentioned, how scanty and heartless an effort is made to gain possession 
of popular literature for religious purposes, or rather to make religious 
literature attractive and popular: in this great city, how little do men of 
these various pursuits, characters, and means of observation, accomplish 
by the press ! , 

But it may be thought that the prospect of usefulness in this way is 
uncertain, the result of endeavours not palpable, and that there is rea- 
son to suppose that they will be inefficacious. Yes, “ there isa lion in 
the way.” We do know, however, that the press is a powerful engine, 
not merely attempting but accomplishing great good or evil, and that, 
therefore, there will be some effect. The next question is, how exten- 
sive is it >—To illustrate this, let us take the example of this work, Tue 
CuristiAN Heratp, and suppose it to have seven hundred subscribers, 
(a supposition which however does little credit to so large a city,) and let 
me suppose myself addressing all my readers as present; in the first 
place, there is 700 subscribers : every number of the Herald, I trust, 
goes into a family, and is read by at least five persons there besides the 
subscriber—this would add thirty-five hundred: then, consider, that in 
perhaps a hundred instances, this number of the Herald, by being lent, 
takes the walks of a village of five families more, of six persons each*— 
this would make an addition of a hundred villages of five families of 
six persons, a sum of three thousand more. I am now, therefore, ho- 
noured, to speak nothing of the numbers whom the Herald reaches by re- 
publication of articles in other similar works, with an audience of seven 
thousand two hundred persons—an audience large enough to gratify the 
most inordinate desire of being listened to; and this audience is com- 
posed of the young, the old, the grave, the gay, the inhabitants of dis- 
tant states and of distant continents. Being sure of such an au- 
dience and that without an effort, and assured that what shall be 
addressed to them will affect their character for good or evil, and 
conscious that for the opportunity thus offered to do good, whether 
improved or rejected, I, and you also, reader, shall be called to an 
account at a day when we shall not dare to offer a false or slothful 
excuse—how ought our blood to stir within us, and our faces to man- 
tle with the flush, in feeling this weighty responsibility. If you shall 
never have attempted your duty in this respect, you will then more 
probably regard it as of no small importance that you have neglect- 
ed the press, as a means of usefulness: you will then regret that you 
have left those men, who attempt to supply the religious press, and to 
counteract by almost the only practicable means, the poison which our 
literary and political journals do in too many instances send forth, to 
fight single-handed, to be born down with numbers, worn down by inces- 
sant exertion, or discouraged by the thinness of their ranks. At that 
great day of account, when the secrets of the world shall be disclosed 


* In some instances we know that it makes the visit of a whole town—at the 
rate of 3 or 4 dollars per town for the HeRacp. 
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and you shall see how much the secular press has affected the imagina- 
tion, conduct, and principles of those around you, your friend, parent, 
brother, sister, wife, child—when you see that it has hung like a dark 
cloud over their prospects}concealing the heavens from them, and suf- 
fering only the near things of this life to be visible—when you shall see 
how much they have been withdrawn from a view of Heaven by the 
efforts of a daily press, which has referred all things to the horizon of a . 
present life, and has recognized a God, an hereafter, a final judgment, 
only in the coldest manner, and shall know how much your efforts and 
example might have varied their condition in this respect, you will feel 
that you had neglected one of the most important duties which had been 
assigned to you. How will you, at that day, answer your master for the 
burying up of this talent! How much would you be relieved, if at that 
day you could reflect, that you had devoted some of your hours of lei- 
sure and opportunities of observation to the purpose of filling with com- 
munications, attractive and profitable, tending to raise the soul from the 
world to its Creator, even the humble pages of the Curist1An Hera.p. 





For the Christian Herald. 
OBJECTIONS TO THE “ PLAN OF A FREE CHURCH.” 


I am much gratified withthe project of a new Episcopal Church in a 
destitute portion of our city, as stated in your last number. Though not 
of that denomination, I love its liturgy; and need only to be convinced 
that the instructions afforded in any of its congregations, will be like 
them, to incline me to pray earnestly for their prosperity. I am not, 
therefore, about to express a wish that the proposed establishment were 
Presbyterian ; I am quite as well satisfied that it should be as it is. Ne- 
vertheless, allow me a word or two of objection, not to the thing, but to 
one important feature of the plan. Whether my views are right or not, 
you may as well publish them, since any good-tempered discussion can 
hardly fail to promote rather than prevent the increase of wisdom and 
skill in the efforts, which I am happy to observe, are multiplying on eve- 
ry hand, for the benefit of the neglected population of our city. 

I do not see the advantage of proposing to have a permanently Free 
Church. ‘The first efforts for a people indifferent to Gospel institutions, 
must be free of course. But certainly it is not desirable that any class 
of people should have the uniform enjoyment of them without expense. 
Such a plan, I conceive, has a direct tendency to diminish their estimate 
of the Gospel, which they are assembled to hear, and will inevitably pro- 
mote the impression, that the hearers confer a favour on the Free 
Church, not the free church on them. If indifference to the privilege be 
fostered, then surely, the tendency will be to prevent a regular at- 
tendance, and instead of bringing any portion of the community into 
regular Christian habits, the proposed church would be continually open 
for a straggling and unproductive attendance. 

I know not, however, but it may be the design of the projectors of 
this church that it should never be occupied by a regular congregation, 

but be constantly rather a recruiting establishment, which shall continu- 
ally transmit its reformed hearers to congregations already established. 
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If so, I must say, that this plan is altogether less likely to prove effigient 
than that of building up a congregation which may soon support itself, 
and leave the forthcoming fund to be applied, not in the support of the 
old congregation, but in the building up of a new one. 

I have omitted to mention how important those efforts will be in the 
proposed establishment, which would inevitably emanate from such a 
devoted few, as I may believe would, on the plan of building up a regu- 
lar congregation, cluster together, and combine their labours to accom- 
plish a work which should remain a permanent blessing. 

Before I quit this subject, I must be permitted to add my conviction, 
that the several efforts, most praiseworthy, indeed, which are making by 
my own denomination, are on a better plan. I only regret, that from 
our overflowing churches there do not emigrate little colonies of a do- 
zen or so—who will participate the labours and the reward of those 
faithful and devoted men, who are obliged to labour so much alone. _In- 
deed I sanguinely believe that such a colonization, would soon secure 
flourishing congregations in the place of their new settlement, without 
at all diminishing the parent churches. 

Oh, why should noble attempts languish for the want of aid so easily 
afforded; so promising of success. 


A PRESBYTERIAN. 


Remarxs.—Although our own views of this subject differ somewhat from those 
of our highly valued correspondent, we give his communication a place, because 
we believe as he does, that no plan for doing good will be injured by dispassionate 
discussion. The “ proposed plan” does not seem to contemplate an entire freedom, 
on the part of the congregation, from contributing to the support of the Gospel 
among themselves, for it will probably be a long time before the interest of the 
contemplated fund will be sufficient to support a minister, and until that is the case 
they will, doubtless, be called upon to give according to their disposition and abi- 
lity ; and when the fund is sufficient to answer all the current demands of the es- 
tablishment, there will be a quartefly appeal to those who worship there for aid to 
lay the foundation of other similar endowments. Should the minister be faithful 
in both his pastoral duties and pulpit exercises, (and we hope no other will ever be 
permitted to labour there,) we may reasonably anticipate the most happy results. 
To the exertions of those faithful men who have laboured, and are still labouring 
to build churches on the plan approved by our correspondent, we wish the most 
entire success, and are ready at any time to lend them our feeble aid : and even now 
we would inform “ A Presbyterian,” and his rich brethren, that we know some 
persons who are attempting to collect a congregation and erect a church on his 
favourite plan, that need and are willing to receive immediate assistance to ac- 
complish an object which has none of his “objections to the plan of a Free Church.” 





ITINERANT PREACHING. 


And with them he (Jehoshaphat) sent Levites —— and they taught in Judah, 
and had the book of the law of the Lord with them, and went about throughout 
all the cities of Judah, and taught the people —2 Chron. xvii. 7—9. 


NoTwITHSTANDING the prejudices of mankind, and the indiscretions 
of individuals, an itinerant preacher, if duly qualified and sent forth, is 
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on§of the most honourable and useful characters that can be found 
upon earth; and there needs no other proof that, when this work is 
done properly and with perseverance, it forms the grand method of 
spreading wide and rendering efficacious religious knowledge, than 
the experience of the church in all ages; for great reformations and 
revivals of religion have gerf@rally been thus effected. It is especially 
sanctioned by the example of Christ and his apostles, afid recommended 
as the divine method of spreading the Gospel through the nations of 
the earth. Itinerant preaching having almost always preceded, and 
made way for, the stated ministry of regular pastors. But it is a 
work which requires peculiar talents and dispositions, and a peculiar 
call in providence ; and is not rashly and hastily to be ventured upon 
by every novice, who has learned to speak about the Gospel, and has 
more zeal than knowledge, prudence, humility, or experience. An un- 
blemished character, a disinterested spirit, an exemplary deadness 
to the world, unaffected humility, deep acquaintance with the human 
heart, and preparation for enduring the cross, not only with bold- 
ness, but with meekness, patience, and sweetness of temper, are in- 
dispensably necessary in such a service. They who engage in it 
should go upon broad scriptural grounds, and dwell chiefly upon 
those grand essentials of religion, in which pious men of different 
persuasions are agreed; plainly proving every thing from the word 
of God, running nothing into extremes, and avoiding all disputes, 
however urged to it, about the shibboleths of a party. In this way 
itinerant preaching is a blessing, which all who love the souls of men 
must wish to be vouchsafed to every part of every nation upon earth. 
And if those who are in authority were to employ select men, of known 
and approved piety and ability, protected and countenanced by them, 
to go from city to city, and from village to village, through the king- 
dom, teaching in every place the plain acknowledged truths and pre- 
cepts of the Bible, immense good might be done. Those stated 
teachers who have been grossly negligent or profligate, must either 
be disgraced or reformed; others might be stirred up to use greater 
diligence ; and the instructions of stated faithful ministers would re- 
ceive an additional sanction, which could not fail of producing a happy 
effect. Thus it was in the days of Jehoshaphat, and thus it will be 
wherever or whenever God shall please to stir up the hearts of kings, 
princes, and ministers, to teach the people in every part of their terri- 
tories, according to the word of God. ‘This is also the proper way of 
promoting public peace and prosperity, and it will prove a better pro- 
tection of nations than an increase of powerful armies or navies, though 
it may very properly be connected with the ordinary methods of defence. 
Persons in authority have much business to which they ought to attend, 
and they should consider that stable peace, and increasing numbers of 
well maintained and orderly subjects, are more honourable than the most 
successful wars: and whatever ability any man possesses, he should 
willingly devote himself to God, and serve him with it. 

REV. 'THOMAS SCOTT. 
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For the Christian Herald. 7 +5 , 
FEMALE CIRCLES OF INDUSTRY. “s me 
TueseE little associations may accomplish much good with little ex- 
pense and labour. A few females, generally such as are not embarrass- 
ed with the cares of a family, in a city, a village, or neighbourhood, as- 
sociate together, and agree to meet and spend a portion of time, weekly 
or monthly, in manufacturing with their needles such articles as may be 
disposed of, and apply the profits to the education of young men for the 
ministry, to the support of missions, the circulation of the Scriptures, 
or to some other benevolent object. There is scarcely a village in our 
country, where an association may not be. formed, which might bring 
into the Treasury of some Education (Bible or Missionary) Society, iF 
annually, fifty dollars. 'The whole amount in that case would indeed ae 
be great! At the same time, it might be the means of improvement to a 
the persons thus employed. One may be designated to read some inter- Diy 
esting and instructive book while the others are at work. mi 

Such associations have already been formed in some parts of our ti 
country, and have been efficient auxiliaries to those great institutions el i 
which constitute the true glory of our age. “Through their instrumen- fag Bd 
tality many young men of piety and talents are now preparing to preach ey 
the Gospel. On many a dark neighbourhood have they been the means Rett 
of shedding the light of divine truth; by them many children of the see 
forest, at our missionary stations, have been clothed and assisted in their ‘ee 
education. Since the formation of the American Bible Society, a single et 
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association of females ia a village in Vermont have, as the fruit of their i 
industry, forwarded to the Treasurer nearly four hundred dollars. } { 

Perhaps there is no object which calls more loudly for patronage than ‘i i 
the education of young men for the ministry. Exertions are now ma- bi 
king to form female associations extensively in New England, with a 
view to augment the funds of the American Education Society. The 
following extract of a letter from a gentleman in the vicinity of Boston, 
to his friend in this city, will show the design of this communication : 


“ In forming Female Circles of Industry in New-England, one of the greatest ob- Bi at 
jections, perhaps that which most frequently prevents their formation, or destroys (4 
them when they are formed, is the difficulty of knowing what to do. To obviate ; 
this difficulty, | went to Boston the other day, and spent two or three hours, in a | 
going from one shop to another, to learn what articles would sell readily, for good 
prices, which such societies could furnish. The result of the inquiries proved, 
that several articles, not before thought of, which could most easily be furnished, 
were most wanted ; and that ifa system was organized, by which Circles of Industry if 
could be apprized of the real state of things in town, and of the person or persons, i 
who would receive the articles of their manufacture, and sell them for their bene- he 
fit, a great revenue could be thus obtained for the education of pious young men. ar 
It was therefore resolved to form a society, consisting of those persons, male and ) 
female, shop keepers and others, who should receive such articles, and sell them, ton 
without a commission, for the benefit of the society.” hy 


It has, doubtless, before this, occurred to you, and will occur to your ‘ 
readers, that a Society might be formed in this city, which should receive F 
and dispose of articles manufactured by female associations. Each as- 
sociation will, of course, have the control of its own funds, and decide a 
to what object the avails of their benevolent labours shall be applied. raul 
Tf our female friends in the city or the country are disposed, as they 











718 Review. 
dotbtless will be, to employ a portion of their time in this manner, the 
least that we can do, is to open a channel through which the product of 
their benevolent exertions may be conveyed into the Treasury of the 
Lord. a 


REVIEW. 


ELEMENTARY Discourses, or Sermons addressed to Children. By 
Joun Burver, M. A. First American Edition.—pp. 212, 18mo. 
John P. Haven: New-York. 


Tus little volume, containing nine sermons, on different practical 
subjects, has for its object to benefit a most interesting class of the 
community. It was composed, as its preface declares, not only for the 
young, but for those of a very tender age. ‘ The author is anxious his 
adult readers should clearly understand that he has written for the bene- 
fit of children; and he hopes that many at the age of four or five will 
be able to understand the greater part of the book.” “ Speaking gene- 
rally, these sermons are ingended for such as are under ten; but with a 
few verbal alterations, which a teacher can easily make, most of them, 
and especially those towards the end of the volume, may be read in a 
family, a boarding school, or a Sunday School, to an assembly of chil- 
dren of various ages.” 

It had long since occurred to us, that our publications for children 
ought to be not only more numerous and evangelical, but, in style and 
topics, more varied. Childhood presents us with as great a variety of 
taste and moral propensities, as almost any other age. It is obviously 
proper, that these native differences of character should be consulted, 
by all who are charged with the education of children. In this view of 
the subject, particularly, we were pleased to hear of “ Sermons address- 
ed to children,” and we still continue to be gratified; though we must 
add, our perusal of the work has detected what we consider oversights 
in the manner of its execution. We do not object to the sentiments 
which these sermons inculcate; nor, in general, to the language in 
which they are expressed. A more uniformly elevated style would, we 
are persuaded, have been equally intelligible to most children. But the 
length of these discourses is generally so great, that we fear many of our 
young friends will be seen to nod, if some of them do not cry, on being 
obliged to hear, and especially to read them through, at one sitting. 
Their compass of thought is also, in several instances, much too great 
for the undisciplined minds of children to embrace and retain. These 
circumstances do not materially affect many of the more prominent 
and useful illustrations, with which the work abounds, but they will 
operate seriously against its impression as a whole. We notice them, 
however, rather for the sake of contributing to the perfection of a future 
work of the same kind ; which we shall hope, and almost expect, to see 

some of our Christian friends undertake. In the mean time, we sin- 
cerely wish this little volume an extensive circulation among the reading 
children of our city and land. 








Western Asia.—Palestine Mission. 


Lntelligence. 


WESTERN ASIA.—PAtestine Mission. 


Tue political disturbances which have for a long time existed between 
the Turks and Greeks, have thrown very considerable barriers in the 
way of this Mission. The est: ablishment of a printing press at Smyrna 
has been delayed, and consequently, the number of ‘Tracts and Books 
which the Missionaries could procure for circulation has been small. 
They have however been constantly employed i in travelling, preaching, 
distributing Bibles and tracts, and acquiring a knowledge of the 
habits and manners of the people and studying their languages. The 
following extract is from a letter addressed by Mr. Parsons to Mr. C. 
Byington, dated at Jerusalem, May 5, 1821. 


After a residence of about three months in this sacred city, I can say, that in 
one respect it differs from any other place I ever visited :—-there is no such thing 
as being satiated by viewing objects every where presented tothe eye The 
sight of Smyrna, of Pergamos, of Patmos, awakened the tenderest sensibilities ; : 
but the feelings were in a measure momentary. It is not so with Jerusalem 

Inow go to Mount Calvary,—walk in the Garden of Gethsemane,—stand 
upon the heights of Zion;—ascend the mount of Olives,—drink of the waters of 
Siloam, with greater pleasure, than I did on the first day of my arrival. Indeed 
there are so many subjects presented to the mind, such as the devout anthems of 
David ; the dedicatory prayer of Solomon, when he kneeled, and spread out his 
hands to God, and consecrated a temple which became the glory of the church, the 
wonder of the world; the exalted strains of Isaiah, when he saw the day of Christ 
and rejoiced; the seal, patriotism and piety of Ezra and Nehemiah when they 
reared the tabernacle of David, amid the opposition of a world; and what is in- 
finitely more, the benevolence, sufferi ing, death, resurrection, and ascension of our 
divine Redeemer,—thbat the pleasure must be increased upon every examination. 

But what is rather remarkable, this view of the subject destroys all curiosity to 
see particular objects venerated by the ignorant multitude. You are here shown 
the pillar, to which our Saviour was bound to be scourged; the arch upon which 
Pilate cried, “ Behold the man!” The very door at which Peter knocked, when 
the angel led him from the prison ; and a thousand other places of great venera- 
tion. Now all this is folly and calculated to disgust enlightened travellers, and 
give strength to infidelity. 

But, that this city was for many ages the great capital of the church of the living 
God ; ‘that it has been honoured by the presence of Gabriel, and of God himself 
in human flesh ; that the gospel has been preached here with power, and with 
wonderful success, and a multitude from this city conducted to the heavenly world, 
—is truth, upon which the mind may rest without the possibility of deception. 
And this is enough to satisfy the most enlarged and benevolent minds 

You speak of the trials of Missionaries. Perhaps now you can speak of them by 
experience. If so, you have found them, I doubt not, much as we contemplated 
them, when examining the question relative to missions. It is one thing, however, 
to make mention of the trials of a missionary, and quite another thing to experi- 
ence them. We often said we must languish under a burning sun; wander solita- 
ry and forsaken without a smile to cheer, or a heart to feel for us ; ; be hated by 
many, flattered by a few, and loved by none; and have life always given over unto 
death. < 

Those, it is true, are afflictions, but not worthy to be mentioned in comparison 
with others, which prey more deeply on the heart. To be obliged to be silent when 
God is dishonoured, and souls deceived and destroyed by, the craft of men ; to 
be left in doubt what measure to pursue, what course to take, what counsel to give ; 
to be counteracted in every good design by a power which cannot be evaded, and 
to urge a spiritual religion upon those who have no ears to hear, no eyes to per- 
ceive, and yet who know that heaven is secure,—is an affliction which makes the 
he art bleed. 


Von. VII. 91 
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I] have never been more sensible of the duty of praying for Missionaries, than 
of late. In my solitary room I often find comfort from this reflection : that [ may 
do good to my brethren who are afar off, even if I can do no good to those who are 
near. It is a comfort to pray for Missionaries by name, and thus employ a day in 
looking over the Christian world. 1 think I can say, that my assurance of the con- 
version of the world to Christ was never so firm as at the present time ; and never, 
surely, were the obstacles and difficulties more affectingly magnified. 

My brother, we need not fear, we may dismiss all solicitude,—go forward,—turn 
not to the right or to the left. God will overturn and overturn, till He, whose right 
it is, shall take the kingdom. 


Under date of November 22, 1821. Mr. Fisk, writes, to the Cor- 
responding Secretary, and states that he had just returned from a re- 
sidence of amonth at Sedicui in the families of the Messrs. Vanleneps. 
While there, he preached five Sabbaths to a French congregation of 
about 20 persons, and spent a part of each day in reading the Scrip- 
tures in English,Greek, and French, with six children of the Messrs. V. 
He sold 3 Greek Testaments and left 100 Greek Tracts for distribu- 


tion. He also visited the Greek Priests frequently, and read the 
Scriptures with them. 


After reading our Saviour’s discourse to Nicodemus, I asked. ‘ What is regene- 
ration?” The head priest replied, “ Baptism.”’ Lashed, “Is it water baptism 
merely, or does it imply also the renovation of the heart by the Holy Spirit?” “It 
certainly implies the latter,”’ said he. 1 replicd, “ Suppose a man has been bap- 
tized, but his heart remains unholy and he has no true faith; can he be saved?” 
*¢ Certainly not,” was the reply. [I then entered into conversation to show the na- 


ture and necessity of the renewing influences of the Holy Spirit. To all that I said, 
lie readily assented. 


The following extract will show the dreadful state of the country 
at the period when this letter was dated. 


Smyrna, with its vicinity, continues to be a theatre of the most tragical and 
bloody scenes. Three or four days ago, a quarrel took place between some Turks, 
and some Slavonians and Ragusians who are Austrian subjects. A few individuals 
were killed on both sides. This excited the anger of the Turks generally to the 
highest pitch of frenzy, and they wreaked their vengeance on the poor Greeks, 
shooting and stabbing them in the streets, and even breaking open houses to glut 
their fury; and gratify their lust. I have heard the number of assassinations com- 
mitted in the course of two or three days, variously estimated at from 100 to 300. 

My own situation is such, that I entertain very little apprehension as to my per- 
sonal safety. Vet scarcely a week has passed, for eight months, in which I[ have 
not witnessed or heard of events that make the most horrid things recorded in ancient 
history seem familiar,—seem like facis ; and not like the imaginations of a tragic 
muse, These exhibitions of lust, of cold blooded cruelty, furnish dreadful testi- 
mony of the corruption of human nature. O that from these impressive and in- 
structive lessons, | may learn practical wisdom. 


After some suggestions, as to the effect of the disturbances in that 
country on the present operations of the mission, Mr. F. proceed 


Be the result of the war, however, what it may, I entertain very little apprehen- 
sion, that it will be seriously unfavourable to our cause ; and possibly it may open 
a wide door, for the circulation of the Scriptures, the establishment of schools, and 
the diffusion of evangelical truth. Our general plans should be laid, not with a view 


to present occurrences merely, but principally with reference to the general state 
of the country. 


Mr. Parsons, had been dangerously sick at Sira, from which he 


was nearly recovered and left that place early in November for 
Smyrna. 









































Presbytery of New-York. 


UNITED STATES.—Preszyrery or New-York. 


On Monday evening, the 15th inst. the Presbytery of New-York 
met in the Vandewater-street Church. The Rev. Robert McCartee 
engaged in prayer, and the Rev. Moderator* preached the sermon 
from Matt. v. 14, 15, 16. ** Ye are the light of the world,” &c. 

The preacher commenced his discourse by a brief view of the 
circumstances under which Christ’s memorable Sermon on the 
Mount was delivered, and then proposed to show : 

1. In what respect, and by what means, the church of Christ be- 
comes the light of the world ; and 

If. To illustrate the obligations that rest upon the members of 
Christ’s church to let their light shine before men. 

After a brief elucidation of the import of the text, he showed that 
the church becomes the light of the world in a subordinate sense, 

1. By its public professors—they recognize the reasonable cha- 
racter of Christ’s service, their own obligations, and their decided 
resolution to be his. 

2. The church becomes the light of the world by the mere pri- 
vate example of its members. 

3. Through its more direct and active endeavours ; and 

Lastly, That prayer of faith, that fervent and persevering sup- 
plication of the saints for the direction, zeal and success which 
has preceded their most successful enterprizes. 

Hence we discover, that although the Lord Jesus Christ is him- 
self the original and gracious source of moral light; yet there is a 
subordinate and interesting sense in which his professing people 
are the light of the world. 

Il. He illustrated the obligation which rests upon the members of 
Christ’s church, to let their light shine before men, by showing that they 
are individually and collectively bound to do this, because, 

1. They have been graciously qualified to become the light of the 
world. And, because, 

2. It is the means which Christ has appointed for evangelizing man- 
kind. 

3. They should let their light shine before men, because their neglect 
te do this will serve to increase the moral darkness, which still remains 
in the world; and 

4. Christians should do this because they have most solemnly 
engaged, in a public and formal manner, to do it. 

Under each of these heads, the preacher descanted at considerable 
length, and applied the subject in a forcible and happy manner to both 
ministers and people. ‘The ministers of the gospel, especially, said he, 
are dignified with a calling, which might excite the desire of angels, 
Compared with the duty of disseminating the truth of God, of urging 
upon the consciences of men his holy claims, and disclosing, with happy 
success, the overtures of grace, what are the honours which even science 
and philosophy confer? The man of letters is compassed about with 


* The Rev. E. W. Baldwin, Pastor of the church at Corlaer’s Hook, 
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sparks of his own kindling, which throws a friendly but feeble light on 
those who surround and succeed him; the christian teacher, and every 
devoted servant of God, is illuminated from above, and reflects the 
glory of Christ, the light of eternal salvation. 

Qur limits forbid us to follow the train of arguments which were 
brought to urge the faithful discharge of both clerical and lay duties in 
the church, but we will attempt to give the sense of the closing part of 
the discourse, as we deem it of immense importance. 

‘To convert the world to God, was stated to be the great enterprize 
which demands the attention of the church of Christ. No professing 
christian can escape from the obligation which rests spon him to engage 
In it. 

Every Christian parent is bound, (said Mr. B.) to aim at evange- 
lizing his offspring ; every master, his servants ; every companion, 
the circle of his friends; every Christian pastor, the whole number 
of his flock ; and every association of pastors and elders, or pres- 
byters, the congregations under their spiritual control. Nor. may 
they regard the families which constitute their particular charges, 
as constituting, exclusively of foreign pagans, the entire world to 
them. There is in every Christian land, and particularly in ours, 
a class, numerically important, at least, which attaches itself to no 
communion. Multitudes of these practical heathen are to be found 
in different portions of our country ; in our city, they would muster 
at least thirty thousand strong. They constitute the sediment of our 
population, a mass that is much below the influence of common ex- 
ample and ordinary ministrations. Yet they are destined to the 
same eternity with ourselves, are the very class of persons on 
whom the incarnate Son expended his labours and his sympathies ; 
and who are represented in the parable, as being collected from 
the highways and hedges to the marriage supper. On some body 
of Christians, within the bounds of our city, it is incumbent to look 
after these thirty thousand civilized heathen; to go out into the 
streets, or wherever else they can be met with, and compel them 
to come in, and share with us the blessings of salvation. 

Without once taking into consideration the field of missionary 
efforts, that is now open before us in foreign lands, and to which 
the Providence of God is directing so many of our pious youth ; the’ 
most moral and religious portions of our own country; this very 
metropolis, graced as it is with consecrated spires, and blessed with 
prayerful inhabitants, affords ample scope for our most active mis- 
sionary zeal. And something beyond either our former efforts, or 
our present calculations must be done. A necessity is laid upon 
the churches, in this city, to evangelize these thirty thousand, of 
no religious creed: Jesus Christ holds his people here responsible 
for this work. If the churches in our connexion cannot be per- 
suaded to give amore practical attention to this subject; if the pas- 
tors of our churches, and licentiates of our presbytery, find it im- 
possible to pervade this uncultivated, and, to a great extent, un- 
explored field; by preaching the gospel from neighbourhood to 
neighbourhood, and from house to house; and the constitution of 
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our church does not admit of our pious laity supplying, by their 
more private endeavours, this lack of Christian instruction :—then 
may the Lord of the harvest give the labour and the reward of this 
noble enterprize to some other communion. 

May some other denomination understand the extent of the require- 
ment, to let their light shine before men; and faithfully obey it. May 
other professing christians arise, who shall vindicate their claim to be 
esteemed the followers of Christ, and the worthy imitators of his apos- 
tles and martyrs, by preaching the gospel to the poor, to such sinners as 
must be literally sought after, as well as induced by urgent persuasions, 
to take hold on eternal life. And may the time not be distant when, 
through the working up of christendom to the perception of her obligations 
and her privileges, a host of faithful labourers for Christ, borne on the 
wings of prayer, shall spread over all lands, pervading their every 
district, and visiting every family of man; and thus make a most com- 
plete experiment of the power and the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 


Although the following narrative was not the next business in order of time, we 
are obliged to place it here, and reserve the other proceedings of the protracted 
sessions of the presbytery for avother place. 


Narrative of the Progress of Religion within the bounds of the 
Presbytery of New-York. 


The presbytery of New-York rejoice that, in furnishing a nar- 
rative of the progress of religion within their bounds during the 
past year, they have such abundant cause of thankfulness to the 
Glorious Head of the Church, who is exalted as a Prince and a 
Saviour to give repentance unto Israel, and forgiveness of their sins. 
Whilst there is much to lament and constrain them to unfeigned 
sorrow and humiliation, there is more to call for their gratitude and 
praise than in any preceding period since their formation. Here- 
tofore indeed individual congregations have been blessed in a signal 
manner—but now the blessing has extended to many, and seems ex- 
tending to others, promising a more than ordinary success in the 
conversion of sinners, and edification of saints, amongst the crowded 
and diversified population committed immediately to their spiritual 
care. In confirmation of the expectance of such a promise, they 
present, as the result of the free conversation on the state of reli- 
ligion in the churches subject to their jurisdiction, the following 
facts, viz. 

I. There is, with hardly an exception, a growing attention to the 
public worship of God—particularly in the city of New-York. 
This attention includes both an increase of numbers, and of appa- 
rent impression on the hearts of the hearers, with corresponding 
fruits in their conversation and deportment. : 

Il. Five new congregations have been formed under circum- 
stances which cherish the hope, not merely of ephemeral growth, 
but of final establishment, so as permanently to aid in the great 
cause of promoting the Redeemer’s kingdom, Four of them are in 
this city, viz. the Central Presbyterian Church, in Broome-street ; 
the Vandewater-street Church ; the Bowery Presbyterian Church, 
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the coloured Presbyterian Church, in Rose-street—and one in 
Brooklyn, Long-Island. The presbytery hail the formation of the 
charch of people of colour, and cannot but look for solid advantages 
towards a class of persons hitherto too much neglected. They wish 
them God speed, conscious, that until they acquire for themselves 
an ecclesiastical character, and are made to feel its worth and 
responsibility, comparatively little good can be done for their spi- 
ritual interests. * 

il. Increasing harmony among the pastors and sessions of the 
different churches within this city. The presbytery particularly 
refer to the fact, that they have formed a concert of prayer toge- 
ther, meeting from time to time on their own adjournment. The 
special object of these meetings is to unite in supplication to God 
for a blessing on all the churches connected with them. The con- 
cert includes all the officers of the churches, with not one excep- 
tion. They meet not merely as brethren, partakers of the common 
salvation, but as rulers in the house of God, accountable not only 
for themselves, but for the souls committed to theircare. In these 
meetings, as the object is one, so there is but one heart, enlisted 
and excited under the unity of the Spirit. 

IV. Bible classes have been multiplied in all our congregations, 
and attended with more than usual success. These institutions the 
presbytery consider of invaluable benefit to the church of God, and 
as nurseries to train up members to occupy their places in the midst 
of her hallowed borders. They are calculated, if properly im- 
proved, to discipline the understanding in the mind of the Spirit, 
and elevate the affections to that Holy of Holies, for which he alone 
by his power can qualify any of our fallen race, Thus improved, 
they unfold the Bible as a book, not merely of curiosity, but of 
deep and eternal interest, and make every Bible scholar feel that it 
contains the charter of his salvation, and the rule of his life im all 
his relations and circumstances. 

V. The out-pouring of the Spirit has been more general and 
marked than heretofore. In this the presbytery distinctly observe 
not merely the grace of God, but the sovereignty of that grace. 
Whilst they are constrained to pay due homage to the means which 
he has established, they recognize the fact, that he is not bound by 
them in the distribution of his mercies. Still they feel it to be their 
duty to follow in the path which he has prescribed, until he gives 
decided Scriptural evidence that he interposes directly. In all 
these cases, personal holiness, manifested in the various relations 
of life, they deem indispensable for the establishment of Christian 
character, and the enjoyment of Christian privileges. They are 
constrained to make these remarks from the fact, that in some of 
those congregations where he has poured out his Spirit, conversions 
have been sudden, from the deepest distress on account of their 
consciousness of guilt and pollution. In a short time many have 
been enabled to accept of the proffered pardon, and rejoice in the 
hope of the glory of God. The congregations which have been 
chiefly blessed are, the Brick Church, the Orange-street Church, 
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the Spring-street Church, and the church at Corker’s. Hook. 
In the former church not far from one hundred instance? ef con- 
version have occurred during the past winter. In the second, since 
last December, twenty-one. In the third, fifty added during the 
year, and fifty now under conviction. Of these congregations, the 
blessing of God appears conspicuous in the second. ‘T his congrega- 
tion was in a divided, distracted state during the fall. Their num- 
ber is comparatively few, yet out of the sm: all number he has raised 
many to praise him as the rescued of the Lord the Redeemer. In 
these congregations the work has been throughout orderly. In 
some of the others there is a loud call for thankfulness and increased 
exertion—in the rest for humiliation and prayer unto God. 

VI. The presbytery cannot but take notice of the prevailing spirit 
of prayer which has been granted in some of the churches. ‘This ap- 
pears to have been the case with the Brick, Spring-street and Hemp- 
stead churches. In other churches it has appeared, but ona scale 
much smaller. This ought to encourage other churches to act as Jacob 
did, not let the angel of the covenant go, till he bless them. As prayer 
is the life of the christian, so it is the life of the church; and until the 
members of any church are excited to unite in this important and de- 
lightful duty, they need expect no blessing. Let them then be importu- 
nate with the hearer of prayer, exercising faith in his own promise, and 
they need not apprehend that he will fail in the fulfilment of that pro- 
mise. ‘The presbytery are happy to state, under this head, that so far 
as they have heard, the praying societies heretofore established in the 
different churches, are continued, and in many of them increased. In 
a few, the congregations are districted into praying circles, where either 
the officers attend and preside, or intelligent, trust-worthy laymen take 
the lead. As these circles are private, and the meetings in them con- 
template merely the exercise of christian duties towards those with 
whom they are connected, or who may providentially be cast upon their 
friendly admonition and advice, the districting is commendable ; and so 
long as ecclesiastical order is not directly violated, recommended to 
other congregations. ‘The public monthly concert of prayer, has been 
attended in all our churches. 

VI. The presbytery refer to the spirit of exertion which has been 
excited during the last year—an exertion including in it not merely 
the bounds of a particular congregation, but extending to other congre- 
gations, so far as was proper and consistent with ecclesiastical order. 
This has been particularly the case in the Brick Church, where the 
members, asa body, felt themselves constrained to do something for 
their master. ‘Twenty-three praying societies exist in that church. 

VIII. The children have been instructed in the principles of religion, 
and the baptized ones collected together by the pastors and sessions, 
for admonition and prayer in their “behalf. ‘The instruction dispensed 
to the children, and the collecting of the baptized ones, vary in different 
congregations as to the time appropriated to these objects. In some, 
the children are catechised weekly—in others every fortnight. In one 

or more of our congregations, the baptized children are convened pre- 
vious to every communion—in others, according to the discretion of the 
session. Throughout our churches who are supplied with the gospel 
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ministers, both duties are performed, and in many instances with en- 
couraging effect. 

The presbytery feel it incumbent on them to state, that with these 
strongly marked evidences of God’s kindness to a few of their churches 
already mentioned, there are facts connected, which show that other 
churches are not entirely passed by. Such, however, is the character 
of the work commenced and progressing among them, that it does not 
demand special notice in this narrative, farther than their fervent prayers 
to God to carry on and consummate in them his most holy will. 

In contrast to this bright side of the picture of their religious state, 
the presbytery present the dark side—the darker because of the con- 
trast. A few of our congregations remain cold, heartless and dead. 
They have, indeed, a name to live—but discover few, if any, of the 
characteristics of spiritual life. Throughout our city and its suburbs, 
the profanation of the Sabbath continues to harass and distress the 
upright follower of the Redeemer, both as it respects his own exercises 
of mind, and his public duty. 

The presbytery, in concluding this summary statement, exhort the 
churches to increased attention to prayer, for a blessing from the Hearer 
of prayer. The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man, availeth 
wuch. Let then the redeemed of the Lord go forth under this assur- 
ance, to His work, who will never disappoint his children, or fail in 
his promise. They have much to ask——but there is much more to give 
than they can ask aright. May their prayers be heard, and the answer 
be given in blessings upon all our churches, and our neighbourhood rela- 
tions, so that the name of God may be glorified, and the redemption 
of his Son magnified. 


FEMALE BRANCH OF THE NEW-YORK RELIGIOUS 
TRACT SOCIETY. 


Mrs. Boyp, First Directress. Mrs. Nircure, Second Directress. Mrs. A. Tar- 
pan, Treasurer. Mrs. Hour, Secretary. 


At the suggestion of some of the Members of the “ New-York Religious Tract 
Society,’ several adies assembled at Mr. Bethune’s on the 18:h March, to take into 
consideration the formation of a Female Branch of the Religious Tract Society. — 
Having determined on endeavouring to accomplish so desirable an object, a meet 
ing was appointed forthe 25th in the Session Room, of the Rev. Dr. Spring’s 
Church, where about three hundred ladies assembled, and three of the gentlemen 
of the Tract Society. Mrs. Bethune, was called tothe chair, and the business of 
the day commenced with Prayers, by the Rev. Dr. Spring, who also delivered 
an animated address. After the gentlemen ‘had kindly given their advice, they 
withdrew, and the ladies proceeded to the transaction of business—The constitu- 
tion was read and adopted, one hundred and seventy tadies became subscribers, 
and one hundred and ten dollars were received—A Committee was appointed to 
attend to the election of officers and managers, and the ladies present, who were 
willing,to take a part in the labours of the Society, were requested to meet in the 
same place on the 27th inst. and the meeting adjourned. 

At the appointed time about forty ladies assembled. Mrs. Bethune, was requested 
to take the chair, and after prayer the officers of the Society, were chosen, with 
an understanding that the number of managers should be increased, when the 
names of those in the different churches who would serve should be obtained. It 
was much wished that the lady who presided at the meeting, should take a part in 
the direction of the Society ; but her numerous, and important duties, obliged the 
meeting, though very unwillingly, to resigu the hope of her valuable aid. 
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Subscriptions and donations to the amount of $28,50 were received. The Se- 
cretary was directed to furnish the Board of the Tract Society, with an account ef 
this and the preceding mecting. Adjourned to April 2. 

After the business of the day was closed, Mrs. Bethune, gave notice that a meet- 
ing, of the different religious benevolent Female Societies was much desired, in order 
to form some plan for dividing the whole city into districts, and pursuing the plan 
of visiting recommended by Dr. Chalmers,—This was received with unanimous 


approbation, and it is hoped that a meeting will shortly be called for a purpose 
so desirable. 





CAUSE OF THE JEWS. 


Our readers will recollect that we jately published a letter from a gentleman in 
Charleston, S. C. [See p. 437.] which gave an account of the conversion of two 
Jewesses, and of the attention of several others to Sabbath School instruction. 
We are now favoured with another letter from the same gentleman, addressed to the 
Rey. Mr. Frey of this city: it is dated 


Charleston, S. C. March, 1822. 


Deak Sir, I received the tracts which you sent me by Mr. Gibbs, and am ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced that this kindness of yours, has discovered to me the disposition 
of some precious Christians here. Immediately on the receipt of them I made it 
known, that [ had received a package from you. [had a number of calls for them 
and they are now nearly all in circulation. This introduction, has developed the pos- 
sibility of forming a Society auxiliary to the “ American Society for Meliorating 
the condition of the Jews,” so soon as your views and wishes are known here. I 
likewise received the tract, which you lately sent me ; this also, was eagerly caught 
up, and I have it in charge from a few female friends (who are generally most ac- 
tive in schemes of benevolence here) that you would forward to me a number of 
them, that they may have the privilege of distributing them. This Tract (with 
the two former) has been published in our religious paper. 

My Dear Sir, | know it would rejoice you to hear of any attention that has been 
manifested by your “kindred according to the flesh,” and it was natural that 
after the information which was contained in my first letter, you should wait with 
some solicitude. The female of whom mention was made, has from the copcufrent 
testimony of ministers and lay christians, conducted herself in all respects as 
a sincere and ardent follower of our blessed Saviour. The other, said to be ina 
tender state of mind, has also given satisfactory evidence of a change of heart. Un- 
der these circumstances, I need not expect to surprise you, by telling you, that they 
have forsaken the synagogue, and that they have been cast out by the Jews. These 

two are constant in their attendance on the preaching of the word. Oh my dear 
Sir, how shall [ convey to you in terms of too expressive thankfulness, the intelli- 
gence that the Great God of Israel has put it into the hearts of four more Jewesses 
to confess before the world that Jesus is the long expected Messiah ? It was intumat- 
ed to me shortly after I wrote to you, that a family of Jewesses was under a course 
of Christian instruction by the Rev. Dr. Gadsden of the Episcopal Church, and 
upon particular inquiry I found this information to be correct. The family con- 
sists of the mother and her three daughters by the name of Hyams, The Jews say, 
‘‘ Let them go; wedonot want them.” Not having had intercourse with any who 
have visited them, I cannot tell what evidence they give of spiritual light. A few 
Sabbaths ago on my way to church, I saw these four females also on their way to 
the temple of God, there to worship him as he is revealed in the Gospel of Jesus. 
On arriving at the church to which | was going, (a mission house, in which a mis- 
sionary from the Andover Seminary preaches,) there I met the two Jewesses ‘first 
named, Yesterday I attended the same place of worship, and there met them again. 

These are facts, from which you will please draw your own conclusions. 

As I intimated above, the time appears to be fully come, when a Society may be 
formed here auxiliary to yours. Some females are pressing it with much importu- 
nity ; and there is no question but that many men of active influence could be 
brought to engage in such a work of benevoleace. To the end therefore, that such 
a desirable object may be accomplished, I beg that you will give all necessary in- 
formation. 


Vou. VIM. 92 
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RROOKLYN SABBATH SCHOOL ONION. 


On Monday Evening last, the first Auniversary of the Brooklyn Sabbath Union 
for the promotion of Sabbath Schools, was held at the Methodist Church.—The 
School is a Union formed of the Teachers and children from the Dutch Reformed, 
the Methodist and the Presbyterian Churches of Brooklyn.—The annual Report 
was read by the Seeretary. ‘The Rev. Messrs. Pease and Alburtis addressed the 
meeting. There cannot be a doubt that much useful instruction has been dissemi- 
nated among the children who have attended this school.—A Library has been col- 
lected by the liberality of individuals and attached to the school, which contains 
more than 200 Volumes. 

This union, (from the report submitted,) was formed in July last. The names of 
526 Scholars have been registered, the average attendauce from July to December 
was 260, including males and females, and about 200 from December to April.— 
32 Teachers have been employed ; the greatest number of verses recited on any 
one Sabbath is 3,501—the greatest by any scholar as the result of the study of the 
preceding week is 610. The whole number by the school since its commence- 
ment is 58,742 verses. 


EPISCOPAL SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 

On Monday the 15th inst. an able and appropriate anniversary ad- 
dress was delivered in St. Pauls Church by the Rev. Mr. Upfold, at the 
anniversary of the Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Society. There 
were present a respectable assemblage, and upwards of 1600 scholars 
of both sexes. The scene was truly interesting and highly gratifying to 
every friend of christianity, evincing as it did the most laudable exer- 
tions in promoting the good of Soviety. It was pleasing to observe that 
as the Scholars retired from church, each was presented at the door 
with a handsome cake. 





A general meeting of the Ministers and Elders of the Presbyterian 
(including the Associate, and the Dutch Reformed) Churches of Phila- 
delphia, was held on Tuesday last, in the Session Room of the First 
Presbyterian Church. The purpose of the meeting was, to consider the 
present state of religion in the city and its suburbs, and to concert 
measures for promoting the best interests of the section of Zion in which 
we dwell. Asa means of exciting Christians to more fervent prayer 
and evangelical activity, it was unanimously recommended that Tuesday 
next, 9th inst., be kept by the churches reperesented in the meeting, and 
such others as may be disposed to unite with them, as a season of fast- 
ing, humiliation, and special prayer for the outpouring of the reviving 
and renovating influences of the Holy Spirit. It is therefore contem- 
plated that the day be regarded as a time of hallowed convocation, and 
also of private and personal supplication at the Throne of Grace for the 
desired blessing. And itis hoped that as far as is practicable, all secular 
avocations will be suspended, and the hours exclusively consecrated in 
sacred devotion to him “ from whom cometh down every good and every 
perfect gift.” Rel. Rem. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


‘* Lines on the formation of the Female Tract Society,” “ X,” “ Sedley,” and 
several other communications, are received. Review of “ La Bible,” &c., pro- 
ceedings ef Presbytery, notices of Sunday School Union, Orphan Asylum Scciety, 
Richmond Bethel Union, revival at Kinderhook, Ordination of Mr. Cornish, 
Anniversary of the New York ‘Tract Society, Bethel Flag at Philadelphia, Revi- 
val at Trenton, in New-York. &c. are unavoidably deferred. Our advertising 
frjends will be attended to in our next number. 




















She Scamaws Magasine. 


They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; \) 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the dee —They cry unto the Lord % their paddy 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms. , 
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NEW-YORK MARINE BiBLE SOCIETY. 


On Wednesday evening the 10th inst. this Society celebrated its sixth 
anniversary, in the Presbyterian Church in Wall-street. In the una- 
voidable absence of the President, the Chair was taken by Mr. John 
Westfield, one of the Vice-Presidents, and the Rev. John Truair, minis- 
ter of the Mariners’ Church, opened the meeting with prayer. 

The Annual Report, which will be found below, was read by the 
Rev. Samuel Nott, Jun. Corresponding Secretary, and on motion by the 
Rev. John Ellis, seconded by James Eastburn, Esq. it was unanimously 
resolved to have the report printed and circulated. Another motion 
was made by the Rev. Thomas Brientnall, (of the Episcopal church,) 
and seconded by John R. Hurd, Esq. expressing the necessity of some 
renewed and more extensive exertion to raise the funds of the Society, 
and to supply seamen with the Bible. The gentlemen who moved and 
seconded the resolutions, made short and appropriate addresses, in which 
they depicted the situation of seamen and their destitution of the means 
of grace ; alluded to the success which has ever attended the efforts made 
for their improvement, and urged their peculiar claim on the Christian 
public, and especially on Merchants, for that aid which is required in 
order to give them the Word of God. The presiding officer followed 
with some feeling and pertinent remarks, and concluded with an appeal 
to those present, to contribute as much as they could on this occasion, 
to give the Bible to perishing sailors. Although the evening was very 
unpleasant, and very few persons were present, the collection and life 
subscriptions amounted to 100 dollars. 

The Society elected a new Board of Managers, and the exercises 
were concluded with prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Bangs. 


SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


It were much to be wished that every annual meeting of a Bible So- 
ciety, could be a season of mutual congratulation: that the managers 
should ever be able to report, that they had exerted to the utmost their 
own wisdom and ablities for the distribution of God’s word; that it 
had been eagerly sought, and piously improved by the objects of their 
care, and that all classes of the community had cheerfully afforded the 
necessary aid. And itis one of the most striking proofs of the degenera- 
cy of our nature, that the occasion which ought thus to be devoted to 
congratulation, should call forth our regrets, that as managers of a Bible 
Society, we have enterprised and achieved so little, that as yet we 
behold so little anxiety for the gift we offer, and that in the midst of a 
Christian community, we have to labour so much singlehanded. 
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730 Marine Bible Society. 


While the managers acknowledge with gratitude a visible improve- 
ment in the religious condition of their seafaring brethren, they are oblig- 
ed to deplore, that our wharves and shipping exhibit still a dreadful 
prevalence of profanity and vice ; no small degree of apathy and neglect 
prevails among our commercial friends, the natural guardians of the sea- 
man’s welfare. Indeed while we acknowledge that we may better hum- 
ble ourselves for our neglect of the stewardship committed to us, than 
boast that we do more than others, we cannot fail to attribute the mode- 
rate progress of our efforts, in no inconsiderable part, to the indifference 
to our design which prevails in the commercial community. We ear- 
nestly desire to see their sympathies in full operation for those with 
whom they daily intermingle, and to know that they conscientiously 
recommend the word of God, according to their opportunities. We 
believe that nothing is wanting so much to aid the circulation of the 
Bible among seamen, as that urgent and persevering recommendation, 
which may be easily afforded by those who have the charge of our va- 
rious commercial operations; and which cannot fail to be given by 
those who take a christian view of the moral beings by which they are 
daily surrounded. For want of this, many ships remain uprovided with 
Bibles, many seamen live and die without possessing and even without 
reading the Bible, and particularly, very few in comparison with the 
whole, are found seeking to obtainit. For want of this, Seamen re- 
main what they are, instead of being rapidly changed into a peculiar 
people zealous of good works! Let every ship owner, every shipping 
merchant, and every captain, feel their obligation to spread the Bible 
among seamen, and the Marine Bible Society will have funds, appli- 
cations and success to their hearts’ desire. Nor will there be a 
surer, easier, or more delightful mode of quickening us who manage the 
concerns of this society, than by continually sending to us, those who 
are anxious to benefit by our institution. And in the result our com- 
mercial friends, will doubtless have occasion to rejoice with us in a visi- 
ble reformation of the morals of seamen, and in beholding them fellow- 
heirs of a glorious inheritance. 

While the managers of the Marine Bible Society are deeply impressed 
with the remaining depravity of seamen, and the necessity of more vigorous 
and general efforts to spread the Bible among them, they would not des- 
pise the day of small things, long as that day seems. ‘The Bible is dis- 
tributed to many ; and if less extensively and with less effect than they 
earnestly desire, they have still the satisfaction of believing that great 
good is done, that the beneficial influence of the Society, is gradually 
extended, and that many seamen receive the word of God as their guide 
to Heaven. 

It was mentioned in the last annual report, that there had beeu just 
received from the American Bible Society, the very liberal donation of 
three hundred Bibles and two hundred Testaments. From this stock 
there have been distributed the last year 218 Bibles and 9 Testaments, 
making the whole number distributed since the formation of the society, 
3769 Bibles, 209 Testaments. Of these some have been placed on 
board ships for the use of the crews, some have been sold and some 
gratuitously furnished to ‘seamen, according to the best judgment of the 

distributing committee. In several instances, those Bibles which have 
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been furnished to the shipping, have been sold to the seamen, who have 
been desirous to purchase and retain a book which had been the com- 
panion of their voyage. As the Agent of the Board was, not long since, 
passing by a ship lately returned from the Baltic sea, he was accosted 
by the Captain, who was desirous of communicating to lim the history 
of the Bibles furnished to his ship at the commencement of her voyage. 
All on board but the second mate were then exceedingly profane. Soon 
after leaving the Hook he distributed the Bibles. Before he arrived at 
Petersburgh, he did net hear a profane word uttered on board. A 
visible reformation continued during their stay in port, and on the pas- 
sage home. Whiten he was entering the port of New-York, his crew 
all came aft and begged earnestly to be shipped for another voyage. 
Wheu: they were paid off, they took all the Bibles on board, and paid 
for them, which money the Captain handed to your agent. 

During the past year, one Captain has called twice to pay for Bibles 
formerly received, and to obtain more. The last time he stated, that 
one crew had then sailed with him four voyages in succession, when 
formerly he had never been able to retain a crew for more than one 
voyage. This change for the better, he attributed altogether to reading 
the Bible. [Ch. Herald, p. 640.] 

Within a few months past, the Board have issued and distributed a 
circular addressed to Ship-Masters, urging them to take an active part 
in furnishing their men with Bibles, and particularly in inducing them 
to purchase. The Board are fully persuaded that Captains will render 
an essential service to their seamen, and be amply repaid in their im- 
proved behaviour, if they will generally comply with their wishes in 
this respect. 

During the year, many seamen have manifested an anxiety to obtain 
the Bible, and in several instances have cheerfully paid for it. 

In consequence of the increased variety of Christian efforts in behalf 
of seamen, in which the Board ardently rejoice, it may not be so easy 
to ascribe the good impressions made upon the minds of seamen, imme- 
diately to the Bible. 

The journals of the Bethel Union, and the increased attendance at 
the Mariners’ Church, afford evidenée that no inconsiderable religious 
impression has already been made upon seamen. But these institutions 
are handmaids to a Society which circulates the Bible, and every instance 
of their success is a trophy to the Bible cause. Their whole progress 
can only multiply the blessed effects of the Bible, and create for it a 
constantly increasing demand. We do therefore hail these collateral 
efforts as the most encouraging tokens in favour of the Marine Bible 
Society, and shall either lead where they will follow, or follow where 
they may lead, with equal encouragement and delight. 

The Marine Bible Societies which were mentioned in the last annual 
report, as having been formed in the Eastern seaports, have, so far as 
we have heard, considerably promoted the circulation of the Bible 
among seamen. The Boston Marine Bible Society have distributed 
228 Bibles. The Portland Bible Society have distributed 300 Bibles 
and 50 Testaments. At the first annual meeting an excellent address 
was delivered to seamen by the Rev. Mr. Payson, which so much im- 
pressed their minds that 150 Bibles were applied for the two following 
days. 























































732 New-York Bethel Union. 

In Great Britain, the efforts in behalf of seamen, have possessed a 
regularity, and been prosecuted with a persevering zeal, which we should 
do well to imitate. So far as we have learnt, the agency at Gravesend 
is still very efficient in supplying outward bound vessels, and, to a very 
considerable extent, in selliag Bibles. 

As to ourselves, the Managers of the Marine Bible Society feel that 
they have the strongest motives for greater faithfulness and zeal; mo- 
tives deeply urged by the death of one of their Managers, and the stil] 
later death of one of their Vice-Presidents, the late John Withington. 
May all who labour to spread the Bible among seamen, be equally use- 
ful in their lives, and peaceful in their deaths. ' 

On the whole, the Managers congratulate their constituents and the 
Christian public, on the great and general effort evidently making, to 
spread the Bible among seamen, and to impress upon their hearts its 
holy lessons : on the evidence of increasing zeal in this great work, and 
oa the apparent impossibility for Christians to return to their former 
apathy and neglect. ‘They confidently believe, that He who has thus 
far prospered efforts which were considered most unpromising at first, 
will still add his blessing, and carry forward his people in the good un- 
dertaking, until seamen shall become “a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works.” In this confidence your Managers commend them to 
your earnest zeal and persevering exertions. Who will refuse to lend 
his aid? Who will dare be back ward, in thus blessing his neighbour 
and glorifying his God ? 


NEW-YORK BETHEL UNION. 
PRAYER MEETINGS IN BOARDING-HOUSES. 
Extracts from the Reports of the Bethel Committee. 


January 24, 1822.—At Mr. B.’s, 275 Water-street. About three 
seamen present, who appeared very devout and attentive during 
the exercises of the evening; which were, singing three times, read- 
ing a portion of the Scriptures, three prayers, and two addresses. 
The Reverend Mr. Truair assisted in the devotions in the earlier 
part of the evening. 

January 30.—At , by four of the conimittee. About twenty 
seamen, beside the family and some women, attended. The object 
“of the Union was briefly explained by one of the committee. A 
pious sailor present warned them of their privileges, anc exhorted 
them to quit their sinful courses. They appeared to listen eagerly, 
and manifested great satisfaction. ; 

February 1.—At 243 Water-st. at 20 minutes past 7, P. M. The 
exercises were commenced by singing a hymn. Three prayers 
were made in the course of the evening, a chapter in John read, and 
four hymns. Three of the committee exhorted on the necessity of 
the new birth, a preparation for death, and watchfulness and prayer. 
About forty persons attended. ; 

February 22.—At 243 Water-street. Four of the committee at- 
tended and conducted the exercises of the eyening. A greater 
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uumber of seamen attended than usual, many of whom asked for 
Bibles. 

Mareh 1.—At No. 243 Water-street. The committee were fa- 
voured by the attendance of a brother from Philadelphia, who ex- 
horted the seamen, and invited such as should visit Philadelphia to 
attend the Rev. Mr. Eastburn’s meetings. The number of seamen 
was as large as usual. 

Tuesday evening, March 5.—Six of the committee, at Bartlet’s, 
No. 275 Water-street. Eight or ten seamen, and about as many 
females, were present. The exercises consisted of singing, read- 
ing 25th of Matthew, three prayers, and four addresses. The at- 
tention was as respectful and solemn as any meeting we have ever 
held, or perhaps as has ever been witnessed in any regular church e 
some of the brethen were unusually lively in prayer, and others 
quite animated in their addresses. After leaving the house, two of 
the seamen, who had come from the lower part of the city, were 
heard to say, by one of the committee, that it was a pleasant meet- 
ing, and they were glad that they attended. The effects of these 
meetings will never be fully disclosed, until the voice of the arch- 
angel, and the trump of God, shall cause the earth and the sea to 
give up their dead, and all the redeemed of the Lord shall be as- 
sembled at the right hand of the Judge. In the expectation that 
many poor seamen will be there, let us incessantly cry that a sove- 
reign God would shed down his gracious influence in our meetings, 
and cause many, under a deep sense of their sinful condition, to 
cry out, God be merciful to us sinners. 

Tuesday, March 12.—At 317 Water-street. Opened with singing 

a hymn ; three prayers were offered to our gracious God; read 
20th chapter of Exodus, from which four short addresses were 
made. The attention was respectful and solemn. ‘‘ The Seaman’s 
Prayer’”’ was read, to which also the most serious attention was paid. 
The exercises were interspersed with singing. Previous to the 
dismission, tracts were solicited by both men and women, and distri- 
buted to them, and an appointment made for a meeting in the Old- 
slip, on Tuesday evening, to which the company were affectionately 
invited to attend, and requested to bring their companions. 

Tuesday evening, March 26.—Meeting this evening at Mr. 
Palmer’s, 318 Water-street. Present five members of the com- 
mittee. When they began, only one man and two women were 
present ; shortly after the number increased to about fifteen of both 
sexes, exclusive of the committee, and a friend from New-London. 
4 chapter was read as usual, from which an address was delivered. 
Four engaged in prayer, singing was interspersed, and an appoint- 
ment for next Tuesday given out, and some tracts distributed. The 
company paid the most respectful attention, and some of them ap- 
peared as if they were hearers for eternity. 

Friday evening, March 29.—Five members of the committee at- 
tended at Williams’s, No, 19 Old-slip. About eighteen seamen 
and two women present. One of the seamen was somewhat disor- 

derly for a short time, but by prudent management became quiet 





















































734 Mariners’ Church. 


and decent in his conduct. The meeting was opened @ usual, witi: 
singing a hymn, after which prayer by some of the brethren was 
offered up, a chapter read, and four addresses made. Upon the 
whole there was a respectful attention, and we pray and trust that 
good will finally result from it. Some tracts were left with the 
keeper of the House for distribution. 


MARINERS’ CHURCH. 


Wednesday evening, 27th March.—The exercises commenced at 
half past seven, by the Rev. Mr. Chase, in reading a portion of scrip- 
ture, after which a hymn was sung, followed by prayer, when the audi- 
ance was addressed in a short, but pathetic manner, by Mr. R., of the 
committee, urging the necessity of accepting Christ, as he is offered in 
the gospel and salvation through his atonement, as a free gift, “‘ without 
money and without price,” as the hope of real happiness in this world 
or in the world to come, followed by a prayer; when another member 
of the committee made a few remarks, closing them by prayer; after 


“which a hymn was sung, and the meeting again solemnly invited by Mr. 


M. to cast in their lot with the people of God, and no longer trifle 
away their time, as the day was just at hand when the awful separation 
of the wicked and holy would take place. They had the terms fully 
proposed to them—repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, there would be no other made to them, for no other 
method was held forth in the word of God—and finally intreated them 
not to neglect the present opportunity, closing his address by prayer. 
The meeting was then dismissed by a short exhortation from the Rev. 
Mr. Chase, and singing a hymn. ‘The house was well attended by fe- 
males, and a few seamen; the evening was solemn, and we trust profit- 
able to all. 


The Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered in several of our 
churches on the first sabbath in this month. This season, in some of them was pecu- 
liarly solemn and interesting on account of the unusual number who came forward, 
for the first time to profess Christ before men, and take upon themselves the vows 
of God. In the Brick Presbyterian church fifty-seven were received on confession 
of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and eleven on certificate from other church- 
es. In the afternoon,the same solemnities were celebrated in the Spring-street church, 
when thirty-six were received on confession and seventeen by certificate. In St. 
George’s church,(Episcopal) ten were admitted to the communion for the first time, 
and four from other churches. This day will be long remembered by the members 
of these churches as one of high, of ‘eternal interest. Those who have now come 
under the most solemn obligations to be the willing subjects of the King of Right- 
eousness, who have given themselves away to God, and engaged to devote their 
lives to his “‘ reasonable service,” will, we trust, exert every effort in their power 
to teach, by their life and conversation, the way of salvation to the «wultitudes 
around them who know not God. 

It was our intention to give our readers a particular account of the revival of 
religion in this city ; but deeming it most proper to wait for such a statement from 
the ministers of those shurches which have been most blessed with the out-pouring 
of the Holy Spirit, we must defer the account to our next number, by which time 
we expect to receive it. 








